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“ of the Council and of the Assembly to
“meet for the purpose of the said election
“in the Assembly's room at noon of the
“twenty-sixth day of August, 1897, and
* shall himself then and theve attend, and
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“till fifty minutes after ncon receive .

“npomination  papers nominating can-
“didates for the vacant seat.” The
ordinary procedure has heen gone on
with, and the election will proceed as
usual ; but instead of fifteen days between
the issue of the writ and the day of nomi-
nation, and two days between the date of
nomination and election, there is only one
hour.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Bill passed through committee without
amendment, reported to the House, and
report adopted.

THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES moved
“ That the Hounse, at its rising, do adjourn
until eleven o’clock to-morrow moring.”

Put and passed.

The House adjourned at 915 p.m. until
the next day.

!
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Fishervies Tarenses.

Weqislatibe Assembly,
Wednesday, 23th Angust, 1857,

Papers Presented -Question: Relate of Duties ou
Supplies for Foreign Ships--Question: Fisheries
Licenses - - Question: Kalgooriie-Menzies Railway
Contmet~Question : Proposed Claremont Mumici-
palits- Question: Duty on Lmported Pumps wnd
tipes—Motion: Rebate of Duties on Snpplies for
Foreizn Ships - Treasury Bills A¢i Amendwment
Bill; third reading  Conumenwsalth Bill; in Com.
mittee ; Re-Comunittal; Presenting Amceimlieuts to
the Convention=V¥acancy in Federz] Couvention
Hill ; all stuwres Hadpawit Gold Mice Bil): delate on
Motion lo suspend Standing Orders  Adjournment.

Tre SPEAKER took the chair at 4:30

| o’clock p.m.

PRrRAYERS,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

Tur MINISTER OF LANDS (Hon.
George Throssell) laid upon the Table
the following papers: (1.) Regulations
for the Control and Management of the
Pearl Shell Fishery at Sharks Buy. (2.)
Regulutions under “The Fishery Act,
1889." (3.) Regulations under “The
Stock Diseases Act.” (4.) Regulations
under * The Homesteads Act, 1893.”

QUESTION—REBATE OF DUTIES ON
SUPPLIES FOR FOREIGN SHIPS.
Mr. HIGHAM, in accordance with

notice, asked the Premier :—(1.) Whether
it was his intention to formulate regula-
tions which would facilitate the rebate of
duties paid on goods supplied to foreign
shipping, orre-exported from the colony ?
(2.) Whether he was aware that the
Frozen Meat Company had been debarred
from supplying meat in bond to foreign
shipping. If so, why?

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir T.
Forrest) replied:-— (1.} The question
is being considered. (2.} The Frozen
Meat Company have been debarred from
supplying meat to other ships in harbour
without paying duty, as such a proceed-
ing s contrary to law (vide Sections 255,

. 257, and 268 of the “ Customs Consoli-
© dated Act, 1892 7).

QUESTION—FISHERIES LICENSES.
Mr. SOLOMON, in accordance with

' notice, asked the Premier— (1.): Whether

the Government would, at an early date,
take into consideration the necessity of
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igsuing livenses, and of making adequate
regulations whereby fishermen at Fre-
mantle and elsewhere in the colony would
be restricted in their operations, more
especially as vegards the size of mesh
used in nets?  (2.) When taking the
matter into consideration, whether the
Government would ask for sugygestions
trom the leading professional fishermen
of the ports of the colony ?

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied : (1.} The whole question
of the management of Fisheries has heen
under consideration by the Government,
und the services of an expert. have now
heen obtained for the purpose of inguir-
ing into the present condition of the
mdu‘;fn and to report as to the best
means to adopt for its protection and
maintenance. (z.) The ofticer in question
will he instracted to confer with  the
leading professional fishermen and others
interested in the fishing industry.

QUESTION—-KALGOORLIE-MENZIES
RATLWAY CONTRACT.

Mr. GREGORY, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works :—(1.) Whether the lowest tender
for the construction of the Kalgoorlie-
Menzies Railway bhad been accepted by
the Government? (2.) What period
woitld be allowed to elapse after wccep-
tance of such contract before successtul
contractor shall sign the contract ?

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied:—(1.)
The contract approved by the Govern-
ment and the acceptance are in course of
preparation by this Department. (2.)
Seven days.

QUESTION—PROPOSED CLAREMONT
MUNICIPALITY.

Mr. OLDHAM, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier:—(1.) Why
delay had occurred m granting municipal
privileges to Claremont? (2.) Whether
any petition had been received from any
of the residents asking the Government
to refuse this request? (3.) How many
signed this petition? (4.) When this
question was likely to be settled ?

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied:-—(1.) The delay has
been occasioned by investigating the
objections which have been raised to the
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creation of a municipality with boun-
daries as asked for. (2.) Not against the
granting of municipal privileges, but
against the proposed boundaries of the
municipality. (3.) Five. (4.) The Gov-
erument are now i communication with
the requisitionists on the matter.

QUESTION—DUTY ON IMPORTED
PUMPS AND PIPES.

Mr. WALLACE, by leave without
notice, asked the Premier why mining
machine pumps, and parts of such pumps,
were on the Customs free list, while pipes
which were only portions of pumps wer:
charged at the rate of 5 per cent. ¥

Tur PREMIER said that the pro-
visions of the Customs Act wure carried
out by the Collector of Customs who, in
case of any difficulty, referred to the
Crown Law Officers. by whom he wns
advised. It did not follow at all that
because pumps wnd mining machinery
were admitted free, pipes should also
come into the country without paving
duty.

Mr. IntixeworrH : The pipes referred
to in the question were pipes belonging to
mining pumps.

Twe PREMIER understond what the
hon. member for Yalgoo had said. but he
took 1t that pipes were a separate item of
the tariff ligt, and there were, of conrse,
vartons kinds of piping. Then, again,
there were a great many people engaged
in the pipe industry in the colony. If
a question, in writing, were formulated on
the subject, he wonld have inquiries made
into the matter.

MOTION—REBATE OF DUTIES ON SUP-
PLIES FOR FOREIGN SHIPS.
" Mr. LEAKE moved the adjowrnment
of the House, in corder to call attention to
the reply given by the Premier earlier
in the afternoon to a question asked, in
accordance with notice, by the hon.
member for Fremantle, respecting the
rebate on goods supplied to foreign ship-
ping. The answer given to the question
was, he said, not a fitting or proper one.
The Premier stated that, if goods were
allowed to be supplied in the manner
desired, it would be in contravention of
the smuggling enactments ; but the hon.
gentleman entirely overlooked the section
of the Act which enabled him to make
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the very provision which the hon. member
for Fremantle required for the tranship-
ment of goods.

Trr PrEMIER: The matter is being
considered, hut there are no regulations
vet.

Mr. LEAKE: Section 233 of the
* Customs Consolidation Act. 1892, was
as follows . —

Upon the importation of any goouds, it shall
be lawful for the Collector to allow the same
to be transhipped from the importing ship to
any other ship not being less than thirty-five
tons gross registered tonnage, if the goods be
for exportation, or twenty-five tons gross
registered tonnage if for removal constwise:
f'rovided that a bond be cniered into for the
satisfaction of such Collector if the goods be
liable to duty.

Tne Premier: Yes; bub the goods in
question were for nse on hoard ship
while in harbour.

Mr. LEAKE: The meaning clearly
was that the goods were for use on the
intended voyage.

M=z. A. Forrest: No; for use in the
harbour,

Mr. LEAKE:
from the meat ring.

Mr. A. FORREST: While foreign
ships were bringing meat to the port of
Fremantle and paying 30s. per head duty
on cattle, and 2s. 6d. per head on sheep
landed on one side of the wharf, it was
very unfair that a vessel lying at anchor
within a few hundred yards should he
allowed to supply, by steam launch, the
whole of the shipping in port with duti-
able stores. Butchers in Perth and Fre-
mantle were unable to compete under the
circumstances, and there could be no

There spoke a voice
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' that so far as this was a protective duty,

' ence to them.

its abolition would make very little differ-
[Mr. A. ForgesT: Name
them.] At first there was a desire to

" make the duty £2 a head, and the House

question as o the injustice of this Frozen -

Meat Company being allowed for so many
months fo defraud the revenue of the
country to the large extent that they bad
done. Under the circwmstances, the
Government were quite right in collecting
the duty, so long as the present Act re-
mained in force.

Mr. SOLOMON said the remarks of
the hon. member for West Kimberley
showed the reason why this duty had been
put on. It was not a protective duty ;

but if a protective duly was necessary, .

why should we tax every man in the
country, while squatters said that to
a very great extent they could do without
it. [Mr. A. ForrEsT: Who said so¥]
A great number of squatters had said

was taken by surprise and submitted to
the imposition of a tax of 30s.

Tue Premier: The duty of 30s. pe
head had been imposed on cattle for vea,rs
and years—Ffor longer that the hon.
member had been in the House.

Me. SOLOMON : There was no neces-
sity for the enforcement of this special
provision, and the socner the stock tax
was taken off the better.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : This was not
a ¢uestion of the stock tax or a question
of duties, but it was a question of com-
mon justice. In every other harbour
vessels were allowed te tranship goods,
one to the other, duty being paid only on
goods landed.

Tue PrEMIER: When the ship was in
the harbour of Fremantle, it was in the
colony of Western Australia.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Yes; but in
all ports it was permissible to trauship
stores, not only for personal use bt for
taking away on voyages.

Tre PreMIER: If it was desired not to
pay duty, goods could be put into bond
and taken out as required.

MRr. Leage: Under the section of the
Act Thave vead, it was quite permissible to
tranship.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The Frozen
Meat Company was placed at a distinet
disadvantage in the interests of indi-
viduals. He was not prepared to move
any further in the matter, and would
content himself by simply expressing his
opimion that in this matter there was a
palpable injustice.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon
8. Burt) said he did not see that the
member for Central Murchisen, and those
who were with himn, had any solid argu-
ment to support their position. To trade
in goods from ship to ship was clearly
competing against those on shore. In
every country, ship’s stores were allowed
free of duty, but if trading was allowed
in harbour from ship to ship, it was
clearly a competition against tradesmen
on shore. and a contravention of the Act.
Goods could he put into bond and taken

. out as required, and a rebate allowed if

dutv had been paid. People on hoard
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ship could consume their own meat, drink |
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considertion, and His Excellency could

their own grog, and smoke their own | suguest amendments.

cigars, 5o long as they did not bring them
ashore, or take them out of the ship.
Even if they required further stores, they
could yet them from the shore without
paying duty, if the goods were to be
taken out of the jurisdiction.

Mg. Leawe: You make those penple
pay for ship’s stores.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL:
at all.

Mr. HIGHAM: The Government
were inclined to be somewhat unjust in
their action towards the Frozen Meat Co.
[Tue PrEMIER: Notatall] Thecom-
pany were not in » position to store their
goods on shore, and were compelled to
turn ships nte bonds, as had been the
practice. [TuE PrEmier: Notwhilein
port.] There were no facilities on shore
at Fremantle for the storage of frozen
meat. He had no desire to see the system
abused, but still he thought the Frozen
Meat Co. were being treated harshly, and
ought to receive more consideration than
apparently they had received at the hands
of the Govermnent up to the present.

Motion (for adjonrnment of the House)
formally put and negatived.

Not

TREASURY BILLS ACT
I[l]-.I.
Amendments made in this Bill having
been reported, the report was adopted.
On the motion of the Premier, the
Standing Ovders were suspended to allow
of the passing of the Bill thmucrh the
renaining stage.

AMENDMENT

THIRD READING,

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

COMMONWEALTH BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration of the clanses was re-
sumed.

Clanse 57—Royal Assent to Bills : -

Mg, ILLINGWORTH. said that by
this clause the Governor General Img,ht.
send a Bill back to the Parliament with
amendments which be recoinmended.

Tue PREMIER: That was the consti-
tutional practice now. It was competent
for the Governor now, after hoth Houses
had passed a Bill, to send it back for re-

Mr. InrivaworTH: Verbal amend-
ments,

Tuhe PREMIER: There was no limit.
This power was the same as that con-
tained in No. 327 of our Standing Orders.

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 58—Disallowance by order in
Conncil of law assented to by Governor
General :

Tue PREMIER : A point had oceurred
in regard to the wording of this clause,
which provided that if the Queen in
Couneil, within one year afier receipt of
a law, thought fit to disallow it, on such
disallowance being made known by the
Governor General to each of the Houses
of Parliament, the law should be annulled
from and after the day when the disal-
lowance was made kmown. He thoughi
some action might he taken on the day it
was made known, and that it would be
better to annul the law after the day and
not on the day. It seemed to him this
should take effect on the day after.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 59— Sigmification of Queen’s
pleasure on Bill reserved :

Mr. JAMES moved, as an amendment,
that the word “two” in line 3 be struck
out, and that the word “ one’ be inserted
in lieu thereof.

Twe PREMIER: This clause had
given him some trouble. A Bill might
be reserved for the assent of Her Majesty,
and might not be taken into consideration
for a long time. He asked the lon.
member to explain the meaning that he
attached to the clanse.

Mr. JAMES said it seemed to him a
certain time was named, and if the
Queen’s assent was not given within that
period, the matter would then drop.

Tue Premigr: If we did not hear for
two years, then it became law,

M=r. FAMES: No. If we did not hear
for two vears, then it dropped. Unless
the assent was given within two years,
there was no law.

Tur PREMIER : One year should le
long encugh. The matter was dehated in
the last Convention; but he had not
heard it explained so clearly as by the
hon. member.

Amendment pot and passed, .md the

clanse, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 60 to 62, inclusive—agreed to,
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Clause 83 —DMinisters of State:
Mr. JAMES moved, us an amendment.

that Sub-sectron 3 be struck out. It |

seemed undesirable to tie the Federal
Purliament down in the neiner propused.
Suppose the Federad Parlivneni thought
‘the Swiss svstemn was the best one, \\.h_y
should they wot have the option of
ucvepting that? We should not nake
the constitution tuo rizid.  So fur as he
knew, nobody contemplated the adoption
of any other systewn than that contem-
plated by Subesection 3; but he did uot
believe 1 tying themn down to one par-

ticular system. They could not adopt
the Americin system without completely
olunging the conslitution ; but they might
adopt the Swiss systein without altering
it. This sub-seciton was not in the Bill
of 1891, Why should we place any
fetters in the way of the federation ¥

Mr. MORAN: This clanse had been
left in after a long discussion. If the
principle of Giovernment, as now adopted,
was a good one, why not retain it in the
Bill 7

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : The provision
was one which would enable the Govern-
ment to chtain the services of gentlemen
who might be unable to give their whole
tine and attention to Parliament. It
had been deemed wise, in all our consti-
tutions, to leave the Government free to
this extent. It seemed to him undesir-
able to retain this part of the clause.

Mzr. PENNEFATHER: The people
must rule; and yvet they found the hon.
member supporting the principle that a
Minister of State should hold oftice with-
ouf being a member of Purliament.

Mg. InLineworTH: We do it now.

Mg, PENNEFATHER : But that
was very exceptional. If the hon. mem-
ber relied on the principle that the person
who held responsible office should be
respousible to the Ministry. was it not
Letter u Minister should he responsible
to the people ? He did not understand
how an hon. member so deeply imbued
with democratic principles could support
this amendment.

Me. EWING : The hon. member who
had just sat down seemed absolutely to
forget that in Parliamentary life, as well
as 1n private life, and in every condition
of affairs, we must be prepared for ex-
veptional cireumstances ; and this was
really the one clause which would prevent
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the Ministry of the day, in the event of o
satisfuctory  person not being in the
House to fulfil the duties of the office,
ubtaining that nevessary man elsewhere.
It was un undesirable thing to prevent
the Federal Minisiry for the time heing
from having the power which we at
present pussessed.

Mr. LEAKE: The clause Hinited the
power of the Government to strengthen
its ranks outside the House. If we were
to follow Responsible Government, fet us-
still give the Grovernment power to obtam
members from vutside the House; be-
cause it was possible that circuinstances
might arise when the Goverment must
look outside Parliament to appoint a
ﬁetaun to discharge certain duties. It

ad never done any harm, and it was
a saufeguard. He was in favour, there-
fore, of the sub-section coming out.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, us amended, agreed to.

Clanse 64—agreed to.

Clanse 65—Salaries of Ministers :

Mr. GREGORY moved the insertion
of the words “not to exceed” before
* twelve thousand pounds™ In the first
year of the Federal Parliament it might
not be necessary to spend so much as
£12,000 on Ministerial salaries.

Mr. JAMES asked who, in the mean-
time, was to fix the Ministerial salaries.
(Ter Premigx: The Ministers.] He
was of opinion that the Ministers could
not, under the Constitution, fix their own
salaries.

Amendment, by leave, withdruwwn.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 66 to 68, nclusive —agreed to.

Clause 69—Immediate assumption of
control of certain departments :

Sie JAMES LEE STEERE moved
an amendment toinsert the words “outside
the limits of any State™ after the word
“telegraphs.” He had a great deal of
sympathy with those who did not want to
give the control of the local post offices
and telegraph lines to the Federal Govern-
ment, because, if that were done, it would
hear with special hardship on recently
settled portions of the colony. But the
Comionwealth ought to have control of
all postal und telegraphic matters outside
the States, such as the making of con-
tracts for mail steamers and the consider-
ation of propoesals for the constructivn of
new cable lines Letween England and
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Australin.  The amendment would yive
the local Govermnent control over posts
and telegraphs within the State, aud was
the smme as that passed by the South
Austrolian Parlizment.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 70 to 78 inclusive—agreed to.

Clanse 79—Trial by Fuary:

Mr. JAMES mnoved that the claase be
struck out. He wag a strong believer in
trial by jury. hut it was not right to
comnmit the Commonwealth to this prin.
ciple for all time, in view of the fuct that
many people thought the system required
modification and improvement.

Mgr. LEAKE : Certain indictable
offences were triable swnmarily before
justices, and to pass the clause might be
limiting the right of the State to interfere
with its own ¢riminal law. The clause
had better go, uuless there was soine defi-
nition of the circumstances under which
trial by jury should obtam.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
5. Burt): The clause referred not to
local courts, but to the courts established
under the authority of the Federa! Con-
stitution in the different Stutes.

Me. LEAKE: Admitting that the
clause did not apply to the local courts,
he suggested there was a possibility of a
case ariging in which the criminal law
of the State might be interfered with.

Me. PENNEFATHER: The clause
was intended only to deal with offences
against the Commonwealth.

Mr. W. JAMES: To pass the clause
would prevent the Commonwealth dealing
with indictable offences in the same way
as the State could deal with them.
Under the clause the trial would have to
be by jury.

Mg MORAN: The clause should he
retained, especially as it had been inserted
by the wisdom of legal minds.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
offences were trizble summarily, they
veased to be indictable offences. The
fault of the Bill was that there was too
much detail in it.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause passed.

Clauses 80 to 84, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 85—Transfer of Officers:

Mz. ILLINGWORTH woved, as an |

amendment, that the words “or trans-

ferred to some other equal position in |
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some other departinent in the service of
the Stute” be inserted after the word
“ Commonwenlth,” in lines 6 and 7.

Mr. JAMES: The amendinent pro-
vided that unless an officer was trans-
ferred he would get his pension ; that was
to say if he was not tuken over by the
Commonwealth. But supposing the officer
said he would not be transferred—how
then ?

Mr. VOSPER: It might be left
entirely n the hands of the State to deal
with this matter, which was occupying
the time of the House too much.

Mr. FAMES: We should not run the
risk, in establishing this Commonwenlth,
of making any ofticer lose his pension.
Rather, we should protect the rights of
our officers.

M=r. DOHERTY : Why should we take
s0 much trouble shout this matter? No
law in South Australia forced the Govern-
ment to give their officers a pension.
[Several MemsERs: Yes.] It was a gift
from the Government, and not compul-
sOry.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: 1t was not
compulsory in this colony, where there
was no Civil Service Act; but in those
colomes where there was a Civil Service
Act it was compulsory. He did not think
an officer should be placed in a position
to say, “The Commonwealth Parliament
does not. want me, and I will therefore
claim my pension.” The State should
have the right to retain the services of an
officer if required.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) suggested that after the word
“ Commonwealth,” in lines 6 and 7, the
words “and unless he is appointed to
some other office in the State™ should be
inserted.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH accepted the
suggested amendment, and asked leave to
withdraw his amendment.

Amendment (Mr. Illingworth’s)
leave withdrawn.

Amendment (moved by the Attorney
General) put and pussed.

Ture ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as a further amendment in line 14, to
ingert after the word “service” the words
" “and in calculating such pension or
i “retiringullowauce, the proportion payable
* by the State shall be caleulated upon the
“salury paid to the officer at the time of
“his transter to the Conunonwealth.”

hy
M
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Some years ago, when this colony took
over the old Imperial ofticers, they received
ut that time a salary, say, of £500 a year
from this Government. Their salaries
were raised, perhaps considerably, imme-
diately afterwards; and when they retired,
we were called upon to puy u pension
based on the increased awount of salary.
We thought it was only right, in calcu-
lating the pensions, to pay them on the
salaries which the officers held when they
left our vmployvinent, leaving the other
party to pay the peusions on the increased
amount, otherwise it would lhave been
unfair to us. The officers entering the
service of the Connnonwealth might yget
their salaries very much increased Dy the
Commonwealth ; and if this clause were
carrivd in its present state, we should
e saddled with peusivns on the extra
armount.

My, ILLINGWORTH asked if pro-
vigion was not already made in this clause
to meet the views of the hon. gentleman.

Tue PREMIER : Au officer might be
guetting £300 o year when be left our
employment, and be might atterwards
receive £600 w veur.  Tnder the present
clanse he would be puid a pension based
on the £600 o year. We were willing to

Py hint a pension based on the salary he

was receiving when he left us.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Take
the vase of an oficer who was receiving
£300 when transferred ; if he served the
Commonwealth for ten yewrs more ab
£600 a vear, when he retired they would
call upon us to pay a pension based oun
£600 u year, which was the salary they
had raised him to. We ought to pay
him u pension based on the salary of
£300 which we were paying him.

Amendment, put and passed, and the
clause, as wmended, agreed to.

At 630 p.m. the Cuarrmax left the
chair:

At 730 pan. the CHairmax resumed
the chuir.

Clause 86—Transfer of land and build-
ings ;

Tee PREMIER said the only remark
he had to make was in reference to the
sub-section. In the first line after the
word *“ thereof ” it would be advisable to
insert the words ot the diseretion of the
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State.” Some of the most prominent
public buildings were used for the post
offices in this colony. as in others: and it
might be advisable that we should retain
the property, rather than be compelled to
band it over to the Conunonwealth when
that body took over the particular
service. In  Perth, for instance. the
Generul Post Office wus the best public
building we had ; amd we might have to
haud it over to the Commonwealth at
great inconvenience to this colony. We
might let the Communwealth have the
use of the building for o few vears, until
the Commonwenlth could build one suit-
able. The State should have something
to suy in the matter. Of cowrse, if we
hunded over the buildings we would get
paid for them, and it we did not hand
them over we would not get the money
for them.

Me. James: The Commonwealth would
have to take over all the public buildings
used for wgeneral services, except the
customs, und excise, and bounties.

Tue PREMIER : The Commounwealth
should not have the power to tuke over
ubsolutely, but ouly with the consent, of
the State. The Commonwealth conld not
well take a portion of o building, as they
would have to do here for instance, Lt
would bhave (o take the whole of it; and
the Government here night have to pro-
vide premises sumewhere else ab greut
inconvenience,

Mr. Trnixaworrs: The Common-
wealth inight also reserve the right tu
reject.

Tue PREMIER: We mysht well give
them the power to reject.

Mr. TLuiveworTH : In the case of the
General Post Office in Perth, it should be
a matter of arrangement.

Tue PREMIER: The object should
be that the State should have the upper
hund in deciding this question, and not he
compelled to hand over buildings at wreat
inconvenience.

Sir JAMES G. LEE STEERE sug-
gested that after the word “*nsed ™ the word
“exclusively " should be inserted. That
would meet the case of a portion of a
building heing used for the Geueral Post
Oftice, as in Perth. If the Government
had certain buildings in which other
duiies or services were performed hesides
those which the Fedeml Govermnent
would take over and continue, the word
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“ exclusively” would provide for such a
case. He therefore moved, as an amend-
ment, that the word “exclusively " be in-
serted in line 2 after the word “used.”

Tue PREMIER: This amendment
would meet his view, though he would
prefer the clause should leave the matter
to the discretion of the State.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt): If a building was nsed by the
Commonwealth jointly with the State,
the State would charge some rent to be
paid by the Commoenwealth. It was
pointed out in Sydney, in discussions on
the Bill, that such a serious charge might
be put on the Commonwealth for taking
over very large buildings in various
colonies, that the Commonwealth might
uot be able to provide the money, or
would not have the money available unless
it were raised by a large loan. It was
suggested that the cost of ihe buildings
taken over should be paid off gradually,
and that in the mmeantime the Common-
wealth should pay interest in the case of
large sums.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : If the Federal
Government took over the post offices in
this colony, the Federal Government
would also take over our national debt.

Mz, W. JAMES saild he did not like
the word “ exclusively.” If the State did
not want a building to be taken over, all
it need do would be to occupy some rooms
in it, and so defeat the right of the Com-
monwealth to take over the building.

Amendment (Sir James Lee-Steere’s)
put and passed, and the clause, as amended,
agreed to.

Clause 87 —Agreed to.

Clause 88 —TUniform duties of customs

Mer. W. JAMES moved, as an amend-
ment, to strike out the clause. He said
the idea of having restrictions like this
was something new. The limit of two
years for unposmg duties on customms was
too short a time, This clause was struck
out in New South Wales; and Sir Samuel
Griftith  (Queensland) had published
some comnents objecting to it.

Mr. MORAN: The policy of this
colony should be to keep the customs up
two or three years, anyway; and it was
desirable to ‘strike this scluuse out, in
order to allow a latitude in point of time.

Mgr. W. JAMES: TUnless the section
mennt that the power must be exercised
within two years, or the remedy would be
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gone, they had better knock the clause
out.

Tue PREMIER: Two years would
be a reasonable time.

Mr. LEAKE: The fixing of duties
was one of the most difficult things the
Tederal Parliament would have to deal
with, in view of the different policies in
the several colonies. He was in favour
of striking out the clause, and leaving
the Federal Parliament to work out the
matter as quickly as it could. This
clause contained an unnecessary linit.

Me. ILLINGWORTH supported the
striking out of the clause because the
imposing of customs duties would take a
vast amount of consideration ; and, as the
Federal Parliament would lmve a great
deal to do n its first session, this ]mge
question of a uniform tarift would have
to be tackled in the second session. Better
leave the time open, and asswne that the
Federal Parliament would bring in a uni-
form tarift as quickly as they could.

Motion {for striking out the clause)
put and passed.

Clause 89—On establishment of wuni-
form duties of customs and excise, trade
within the Commonwealth to be free:

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) moved, as an amendment in the
third line, that the words * throughout
the Commonwealth'” be struck out, and
the words “letween the States” be in-
serted in lien thereof. It had been
pointed out that the effect of this clause,
making Australian commerce absolutely
free throughout the Commonwealth, would
be to debar the States from even dealing
with such matters as the licensing of
hawlkers. That would be something
gerious; and therefore he suguested the
msertion of the words *“between the
States.” He had got this idea from
reading the debates in the Parliament at
Sydney, where this objection was pointed
out.

Mgr. W. JAMES said the intention
was to keep the channels of commerce
free, whereas instead of saying that trade
should be free within the Commonwealth,
the proposal now was to say it should be
free between State and State. A State
might put a heavy tax on commercial travel-
lers, and that would simply be un exten.
sion of the hwwker's license.  The object
was that within our own State the com-
nmerce should be free, and that a State
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should not put such duties on inter- : the collection, und the monthly balance,

colonial traflic as would prevent trade.

if any, in favour of the State, and finally

M=r. MORAN : Supposing this were in 1 the balauce had to be paid to the State

operation to-morrow, there would not be
a storekeeper on any goldfield who could
live, because of the selling of goods by
coloured traders. If he (Mr. Moran) im-
ported merchandise from South Australia,
would the Government of this colony -
puse a duty on goods when they arrived
here? He thought not.

The Attorney- -

General's point with veference to coloured .

hawkers was a grave one.

Amendment put and passed.

Question—That the clause, as wmended,
eed to:

Me. W. JAMES asked what the clause

meant now ?

Mk, ILLINGWORTH wioved, us a

be

.- -

further amendment. toadd at end of the

clause the words : “Nothing in this Consti-
“ tution shall be construed to prevent any
“State from regulating the importation
“of opium or alcohol under condi-
“ tions which ure applicable, as nearly
‘“ as possible, to the laws relating to opium
“and alcohol within the State.” This,
he said, would give the States power, at
any rtate, to license public-houses. A
similar amendment was moved by Mr.
Deakin at the Counvention after the
Western Australian delegates had left,
and it was lost by only two votes. The
Tasmanian and South Aunstralian Parlia-
ments had passed a similar amendment,
and their example would, doubtless, be
followed by the Parliaments of other
colonies.

Me. VOSPER supported the amend-
ment, but suggested that it should be
extended so as to iwuclude other noxious
drugs such as morphia, to the excessive
use of which many people were injuriously
addicted.

Further amendment put and passed,
and the clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 90—Accounts to be kept:

Tue PREMIER (Right Hoen. Sir J.
Forrest): It ought to be provided that
until uniform customs and excise duties
had been imposed, and for five years
afterwards, accounts should be kept. The
clause as it stood provided that until the
uniform duties of ¢ustoms had heen
imposed, there should b shown in the
hooks of the Treasury of the Common-
weillth, In respect of eachi State, the

* tablishment of the Commonwealth,

revenues collevted, and the expenditwe in l

after deduction. There must come a
time when the colony would have to throw
in its lot with the people of Australasia,
and if it wis arranged that for five years an
account should be kept, and that the
colony gut every penny it was eutitled to
i that time, we could then take our
chance mnongst the other States. [Mz.
ILuivewort :  And hold our own too.}
He propused an amendment providing
that unfil uniform duties had been
impused, and for five years afterwards,
accounts should be kept. and that the
arrangement should also apply to ekcise
duties, to which no reference was made
in the c¢lause.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 91-—Expenditure :

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) said the clause provided that
during the first three yeurs after the eis-
the
total vearly expenditure, in the exercise
of the original powers given by the Con-
stitution. should not exceed £300, 000,
and that the total yearly expenditure in
the performance of the services and exer-
cise of the powers transferred by the
States, should not exceed £1,250,000.
The desire was to bind the Commonwealth
down to some fixed suras in the first five
vears after the establishinent of uniform
duties; and he proposed to move an amend-
ment to that effect. This would bring the
clause into line with that just passed.

Me. ILLINGWORTH moved that the
clause be struck out. The people of the
colonies were handing over the protection
of their lives and property to the Com-
monwealth, which could surely also be
trusted to settle the question of expendi-
ture. For two successive Parliaments

| the Government of Western Australia

had spent £500,000 without any anthority
at all, and yet it was now proposed to
give the Commonwealth no power to in-
crease the expendituwre.

Tae Premier: We must have our
eustoms revenue for local purposes and
for the payment of interest on our public
debt, and could not afford to give it all
away to the Commonwealth.

Mr. LEAKE supported the siriking

out of the clause. To tuke an extreme
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case, suppose war was declared a month ' you, seeing that we may have a loss¥” If

after the Bill was passed.

Tue PrEmier: There were plenty of
means of raising money, i all sorts of
ways, to meet bllLll i wntmhem ¥.

Me. LEAKE: But £300,000 and
£1,250,000 would pot be sufficient to
protect the country.

Tue Premier: That monev was trom
the States’ contributions.

Mr. LEAKE : The States did not give
the money, but thev said to the Common-
wealth, ~ You shall not spend it.”

Me. JAMES hoped the committee
would strike out the clause, which was
put in by the Premier of New South
Wales as an indirect means of deferring
the yuestion of a tariff against the cutside
world. If the Federal Parliament were
wise, they would have a protective tarift,

Tae Premier: Verv well, let the
clause go.

Motion put and passed, and the clanse

struck out.
Clause 92 -Payvmens to each State for
five vears after umiforn tariffs :

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. ¢

Forrest) : The Legislative Couneil had
struck out ull the five sub-clauses, and
left only the first part. The amend-
ments of the Council meant that if
Western Australin received £1,000,000
froni customs the vear before the uniform
tariff came on, the tariff of the Federal
Government would have to be soarranged
against the outside world as to enable
the Federal Govermment to still pivy the
State that amount per annum. In
Victoria especially there was a desire that
pressure  should be Dbrought on the
Commonwealth Parliament to make them
frame a good protective tariff against the
outside world. It would be inconvenient
to Western Austiulia, and to every other
colony, if, for five vears after the uniform
tariff came into forve, the nmoney allocated
were less than the amount of local
revenue received the vear Dbefore the
tarift came into operation. The colonies
should take care they were not Janded
in a dificalty by the establishment
of a uniform tariff. But the clause
was not now 50 unreasonable as it would
hive Deen had Clause 91 lwen re-
tained, limiting the expenditure of the
Federal Pa)lmnwnt Had that clause
stood, the Federal Parliament could lave
said, *

‘How are we going to guaruntee

the Federal Government were relieved of

. all obligation in regard to the amount

they spent, they should be very willing to
Le liberal to the various colonies for the
limited period of five years. With a view
of following the lead of the Upper House,
and testing the feeling of the committee,
he moved that the clanse be amended
50 as to read that “ During the first
“five years after uniform duties of cus-
*“toms have been imposed, the amount to
*be puid to each State shall not be less
 than the amount returned to euch Stute
“during the vear lust before the imposi-
*tiun of such duties.”

Amendment put und passed.

Tur PREMIER wmoved, us a further
amendment. that all the sub-clauses be
struck out.

Further wmendiment put and passed,
und the clanse, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 93 to 97, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 98 —-Taking over public debts
of States:

Tue PREMIEE (Right Hou. Sir J.
Forrest) said he regarded this as a very
mportant  clatse, and he moved an
amendment  providing that the Federal
Parliwment should take over the public
debts of the States  to the extent of £60
per head of the adult males residing in
each State.”

Me. IrLivswowrs : There wus Women's
Suftrage in South Australia,

ThHe PREMIER said he wanted to get
at the breadwinmers, and these were the
adult males.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clanse, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 99 to 107, inclusive-—agreed
to.

Clause 1U8—State not to coin money :

Mz ILLINGWORTH asked how the
provision would affect Western Australia.

Twg PREMIER : The Mint would
probably be taken over.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: That would
relieve the colony of some responsibility.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 109 to 113 inclusive-- agreed
to.

Clanse 114--Admission of
colonies to the Commonwealth :

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) moved an amendment to strike
out the words, = The Parliament may
from tiwme 1o time admit,” and to insert

existing
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in lieu thereof other words providing that *

any of the existing colonies, which had
uot adopted the counstitotion, suight, on
dving so, be admitted to the Common-
wealth, and sbould thereupon become a
Stute of the Commonwealth. The object

of the amendment was to leave the clause -

as it stood in the 1891 Bill.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH understood that
the ammendment would give any colony
the right to come into the Commonwealth
on adopting the constitution.

Tne PREMIER said the hon. member
was correct.

Mr. MORAN suggested the substitu-
tion of the word * shall” for “ may.”

Mr. JAMES said the clause bad had
the most cureful considerntion of Sir
Samuel Griffith, and they should be
careful before they altered a single
word.

Tag ATTORNEY GENERAL said
the word “may” was followed by the
words “ upon adopting this constitution,”
and these words implied that, on adopting
the constitution, the colouy would be
admitted to the Commonwealth.

Amendment (moved by the Premier)
put and passed.

Tne PREMIER moved, as « further
amendment, to strike out the words < and
may from time to time establish new
States, and may upon such admission or
establishment make and impose such
terms and conditions, including the extent
of representation in either House of the
Parliament, as it thinks fit.”

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 115 to 121, inclusive—agreed
fo.

Schedule—agreed to.

Preamble :

Mr. JAMES moved, as an amendment,
that the words, * Grateful to Almighty
God for their freedom, and in order to
secure and perpetuate his blessings,” be
inserted before the word “ have” m line
two. He did not wani to discuss the
question, but desired only to say he guite
recognised that those who opposed him
on this question were actuated by motives
just as high minded, and just as reverent,
as those which were supposed to actuate
such members us approved of the amend-
ment. Tt was a question which bad come

very prominently to the front since the |

(25 Avcvust, 1897,

i heen excited.

in commitice. 299
Convention sat. It appeared to have
been the only question in support of
which «a petition had been presented
to the Convention. That petition had
been signed by four or five thousand
people. representing all sections and all
creeds, asking that the existence of a
Supreme Power might be recognised in
the Constitution. Depuiations had waited
on all the Premiers of Australasia, and a
great deal of attention and interest had
The ugitation had come
from a portion of the community which
was entitled to a kurge amount of respect.

i Men were not, as a rule, so careful of

religious observances as the women were,
and this matier bad been taken up all
over Australasia by the other sex, and he
thought they should not give less attention
to it on that account. If he thought that
the insertion of these words in the pre-
amble could be made a lever for future
religions discord, he would not suppert
it, but Section 109, which provided that a
State could not make any law prohibiting
the free exercise of any religlon, was a
sufficient guarantee against that. If they
found a question exciting the interest
this did, and if they found wmoreover
that those who supported it were
the only ones who brought their views
Lefore the Convention and before the
people of Australasia, would it not be
well to give effect to their wishes? If
this question had not been raised, perhaps
it would be better not te raise it now, but
seeitig that it had been Lrought forward
50 prominently, if we rejected it, would
it not imply the negation of the exis-
tence of the Supreme Power? [SEVERAL
MembErs: No, no.] It was a matter, of
course, on which they could disagree.
There was a great difference befween
refusing to bring up a guestion, and re-
fusing to deal with it when the question
had Dbeen brought up. It was not a
laughing matter. He would be sorry to
think that he lad failed to recognise its
gravity. He thought it ought to bhe
stamped on the face of the constitution
that, as they had enjoved great liberties
and great freedom, and as they were—he
need not say a Christian people, because
the recognition of Almighty God was not
confined to Christians—Ubut as they were,
he hoped, a religious people, having
cnjoyed these rights, and as the uver-
whehming majority of the people believed
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we enjoved these liberties through the
intervention of Providence, why should
we be ashamed to ackoowledyge ity

Mr. LEAKE: If these words were
inserted, and assuming that only three
colonies of the group juined the federa-
tion, the acknowledgment of the deity
would come from those three colonies
only. It would be an acknowledyment
only by the volonies that openly joined
the federation.

Mr. MORAN : There wus no necessity
to ingsert the words of the wmendmment,
imasmuch as the existence of the deity
was legally acknowledged in snch phrases
as ‘* Victorta, by the Grace of God,” and
“ God save the Queen.” An thing which
tended to advertise religion was delou'a,-
tory to it. Men would be found of the
sume religions belief who would differ
altogether us to the advisability of ju-
serting such an acknowledgment in a
special Bill. He was one of those who
thought it was needlessly going out of
our way.  Why should a recognition
be inserted 7 It would not make anyone
less a believer in God, if it were left out.
He did not see the force of the argument
that. because it was proposed now, we
must adopt it or otherwise we would be
accused of irreverence. He submitted
that we might very well leave out the
words of the amendment.

My VOSPER : This agitation had been
started by a very large section of churches,
but not Ly ull.  One church, the Roman
Catholic, had stood out from it altogether.
He believed Cardinal Moran had men-
tivned something of the kind, but the
church, as a body, had taken no part in
the agitation. There was a very large
section of the various Christian churches
which did not take any paat in it; but,
even if he were absolutely sure that every
church was taking part in it, he would
not support it. He looked upon it
as dangerous for a church, or for
any combination of churches, to take
part in political affairs.
was made by the clerics in the colonies
to interfere with legislation. If the
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similar appeals. He did not believe that
religious liberty or religious zeal were
served by the differences between the
sects. When the different sects made
an attack wu politics, the liberty of the
subject would be in dunger.  There was
no unanimity on the subject. All the
arguments against it had been brought
torward by various Christiun sects. The
secular press had litile fo say on the
matter.  Every hon. member had been
deluged by papers from the Austra-
lasian Tract Society, which appeared to

© be just as veligious as any other organisa-

tion. He would like to ask hon. mem-
bers or the persons who advocated the
mclusion of this ackuowledgment . in
the preamble, whether they or anybody
else had any doubt of the existence of the

- Deity, becanse, if any doubt existed, this

1
'

An attempt °

colonies gave way on such a point as .
© of the former, but only with those of the

this, it would only be a precedent for re-
quests of a similar nature. He regarded
this as being only the beginning, and hy
no means the end.  He thought we should
pub our foot down ow it at the first, or
expect to be  frequently bothered with

Parhument had no right to deal with the
doubt, and no right to insert anything of
a doubtful character in o definite legisla-
tive enactnent. If there were no doubt
about it, then there was 10 use in inserting
such an acknowledgment.  We might
just as well say that water ran down
hill, or thut 2 and 2 made 4 What
necessity was there for us to profune the
name of God, to bring lim in as witness
to a purely secular contract? The ob-
jection taken by the member for East
Coolgardie was a perfectly logical one.
The acknowledgment of God was made
in every legal document.  Any legal
document—take a writ—commenced with
un invocation to the Deity, and he did
not think the name of the Deity was
particularly honoured by being found on
a writ. The very last words on the oath
of allegiance which hon. members had to
take were *“s0 help me God.” Could the
acknowledgment of the existence of the
Deity go any further? If we introduced
any acknowledgment of this kind into
the preamble, we would be carvying it 4
great deal too far. He objected, and
most strenuously, to any attempt on the
part of religious bodies to further en-
croach on politics, as dangerous both for
the church and State. It was not his husi-
ness to concern himself with the dangers

latter. If the amendment was carried, it
would be setting a precedent which might
be used by fanatics of every kind, and
tor that reason he would give it his wost
strenuvus oppusition.
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Amendment put, and division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. .17
Noes ... .. 6
11
Noks.
Mr. Connor
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Kensuny
Mr. Morgans

Mr. Vosper
Mr. Dohertr {Teller).

Majority for

AYES.
Mr. Burt
Mr. Conolly
Mr, Ewing
Sir John Forrest
Mr. A. Forrest
DMr. Higham
Mr. Hubble
Mr. James
Mr,
Mr.,
Mr.
Mr,
Sir,
MFr.
Mr.

Lefroy
Locke
Onts
Piesse
J. G. L.ee Stecre
Throsselt
Yenn
Mr. Wood
Mr. Quinlan (Teller).
Amendment passed, and the preamble,
as amended, agreed to.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported to the House.
RE-COMMITTAL.

Mr. Speaker having resumed the Chair,

Tre PREMIER moved that the Bill
be re-committed with respect to Clanses
52 and 93.

Question put and passed, and the Bill
re-committed.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 52—Legislative powers of the
Parliament

Tue PREMIER {Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) moved, as an amendinent, that
the following he inserted, to stand as
Sub-clause 5:—* Postal and telegraphie,
telephonic, and other Lke services outside
the limits of any State.”

Put and passed, and the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Clanse 93—Distribution of surplns:

Sie JAS. G. LEE STEERE moved, as
an amendment, to strike out the words
“numbers of their people as shown by
the latest statistics of the Common-
wealth,” at the end of the clause, and fo
insert in lieu thereof the following words:
“ Amount of revenue contributed {o
the Commonwealth.” He said the clanse
as it stood would work a great hard-
ship, especially to this colony. The
whole financial guestion hinged on this
clanse, and almost every financial authority
who bad considered the Bill and pub-
lished his opinion had awakened to the
consequence that this would be meost

[25 Aucust, 18977

Ie-reammitied. 301

unfair to some of the colonies, and that
some would gain to a large degree, while
others would lose considerably. My,
McMillan (Sydney), whe was the chair-
mau of the finauncial committee in the
Adelaide Convention and brought up this
clause, stated in the discussion that the
true way of returning the surplus wonld
be in proportion to the amounnt of dutiable
goods consumed in each colomy. The
Govermment  Statistician of Tasmania
{Mr. R. M. Johaston) had made o report
on the matter, and his conclusion was
that if the surplns was to he returned in
proportien to population, Western Aus-
tralia would lose £613,000, and Tasmania
would lose £992,000. These were very
alarming figures for the people in this
colony to consider. We should try to
get the surplus returned in proportion tn
our revenie, hecanse we shonld be con-
tributing to the revenne six times as
much as other colonies in proportion to
our population. Having considered this
matter, he had come to the conclusion
that the only tair way was that the sw-
plus should be returned to this colony in
proportion to the amount of revenue we
would contribute as a colony. We should
he giving up the whole of our Customs
duties to be paid over to the Common-
wealth Treasury, and after the expenses
of the Commonwealth in carrving on the
services had been deducted, the bhalance,
if this amendment were approved, would
be returned to this colony in preportion
to the amount it had contributed.

Tue Premier: In the case of some
articles which would be imported and
consumed in this colony, the duty on
these articles might have been paid in
another colony.

Sik JAMES G. LEE STEERE: All
the .financial anthorities who considered
this matter had come to the conclusion
that Western Australia would lose at
least half a million of money every vear,
if the surplus was returned in proportion
to population; therefore. considering the
immense amount of revenue this colony
raised in proportion to its population,
that must be the effect of the principle.
Some reliance shonld he placed on the
caleulations of these financial authorities,
all having come to the same conclusion.
The Government Actnary in this colony
said the same. It was probable that none
of the financial clauses now under con-
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sideration wonld be finally adepted at the
Sydney Convention, but the suggestions
of this Parliament should be considered.
His amendment had been put on the
notice paper. and he moved it as one
deserving of careful consideration.

Mr. QUINLAN (Toodyay) supported
the amendment. The Government Aect-
wary in this colony had estimated that,
according to the method proposed in the
Bill, which would mean charging dis-
tribution as per head of population. onr
amount would be £634,303, whereas, by
the proposal of the hon. the Speaker
it would be charging the population
according to the net revenue contributed
which would mean & loss to the colony of
£15,518. He was glad to learn that the
Premier was in accord with the amend-
ment.

Mr. MORGANS: From a sound
financial point of view, the fair basis
would be to distribute in proportion to
the revenue of the colony; therefore he
strongly supported the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

A consequeutial amendiment (striking
out from the last line the words after
“people”) was made, and the clause as
amended was agreed to.

Bill reported to the House, with further
amendments, and report adopted.

PRESENTING AMENDMENTS TO THE
CONVENTION.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL mnoved
that the Speaker should hand the amend-
ments made in the Bill to the Premier,
for the purpose of placing them before
the Federal Conventton at the next
meetingr,

Tre SPEAKER said the amendments
would have to be signed by the Chairman
of Comunittees, and could then he handed
to the Premier.

Question put and passed.

VACANCY [N FEDERAL CONVENTION
BILL.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

During the preceding discussion, a Bill
was interposed as a matter of urgency, as
follows : —

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): I want to make a statement,
and to take the sense of the House, as to
whether a short Bill in regard to the
election of a delegate to the Federal Con-
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Standing Ovders Suspension.

vention at Sydney should be proceeded
with. Time is very pressing, or I would
not take this course of interfering with
the consideration of the Commonwealth
Bill. The reason I take this unusual
course is that the delegates to the Con-
vention have to leave Perth to-morrow
afternoon, and I have just received this
evening—and I was expecting it—the
resignation of one of the delegates (Mr.
Loton). If weare to be represented at
this Convention, we should go in our full
numbers. The reason why our old friend
Mr. Loton has resigned is that he is in
the hands of his medical adviser, and has
to nndergo some surgical operation which
altogether prevents his carrying ont the
duties which he so much desires to fulfil
1 am sure we all sympathise with him in
the trouble which has, somewhat unex-
pectedly, come upon him. As hon. mem-
bers know, there is no way in which we
can now elect a member to the Conven-
tion. The Enabling Act of last year pro-
vides that 15 days’ notice must be given
hefore nomination. Representations were
made to me last evening and this morn-
ing by hon. members that some means
should be devised for enabling thecolony bo
have ten representatives at the Convention.
To that end I have had a Bill prepared,
which recites that as Mr. Loton has
resigned his seat, it is desirable forthwith
to fill the vacancy. The Bill also pro-
vides that, notwithstanding anything con-
tained in the principal Act, the vacancy
may be filled u)p in the manner provided.
That manner is that the returning officer
shall, in such way as he may think fit,
invite the members of the Council and of
the Assembly to meet for the purpose of
the election in the Assembly room at
noon to-morrow, the 26th, and shall him-
self then and there attend, and, till fifteen
minutes after noon, receive nominations
for the vacant seat. I have here a
bundle of letters addressed to every mem-
ber of Parliament informing them of the
fact. If members are desirous and will-
ing to go on with this Bill, I _propose to
advertise in to-morrow morning's news-
papers that nominations will be re-
ceived as providedl by the Bill. Un-
der the Bill the members of the Council
and of the Assembly may, after 15 mmutes
past 12, proceed to elect in the manner
provided by the 17th section of the prin-
cipal Act, a person to fill the vacant seat,
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who thereupon shall become a representa-
tive of Western Australia at the Conven-
tion. The returning officer s to certify
to the Governor the name of the person
so elected. and notice of his election must
be put in the Govermmenf Gazette, such
publication to be conclusive evidence of
the election. Tt is proposed, to-morrow
afternoon, to publish a Grzette notice with
the names of the three members who will
he elected to-morrow. and also the name
of the additional member who will be
clected if this Bill becomes law., 1t will
be for members to say whether they are
willing that the course I have suggested
shall be adopted. and whether they will
pass the Bill through all its stages this
evening, or \\hether we shall go to the
Convention with nine 1ep1esent.ttwes i
prefer that there showld he ten, in accor-
dance with the intention of the Act. 1
recognise that exceptional legislation is
undesirable, if it can be avoided ; hut the
Bill has been suggested to me by hon.
members who wished that the mumber of
delegates should be complete. If they
are unanimous in their opinion that this
Bill ought to be passed, that can he done
in a few minutes. If, on the other hand,
there is any opposition, it would not he
desirable to deal with the measure, and
nine delegates would have to go to the
Convention instead of ten. [t'is nnfor-
funate that Mr. Loton should have had
this trouble come upon him, as it has
done, almost unexpectedly. Only the day
before yesterday he informed me he
thought he would be able to go; but
yesterday his medical adviser told him
that would be impossible, and that he
would have to submit himself to a sur-
gical operation. I move that the Stunding
Orders be suspended, with & view of
passing this Bill through all iis stages
this evening.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the Premier, the Bill
was read a first time.

The second reading was agreed to
without debate.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses ! and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Returning Officer to invite
attendanee of members of both Houses,
and {0 receive nominations:

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The election
for the first batch of candidates would
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close at noon on the following day. and
the rejected candidate would not know
the result in time to be re-nominated for
the extraordinary vacancy. the nomi-
nations for which, according to the clause,
closed at fifteen minutes past noon. He
moved that the nominations close at fifty
minutes past twelve.

Tyve PREMIER: The sie nomina-
tion paper might be used again by the
candidate rejected at the first election.
The point raised by the hon. member for
Central Murchison had heen overlooked
in the preparation and printing of the
Bill.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
3. Burt):  Fresh nomination papers could
easily be obtained before twelve o'clock.

Mx. ILTLINGWORTH: The proceed.-
ings in the election of deleygates had heen
a *‘screaming farce” from beyining to
end. Four gentlemen nominated for three
seats were each expected to nominate
again on the chance of being rejected,
when it would not take u clerk ten minutes
to make the necessary alteration in fifty
Bills,

Tve ATTORNEY GENERAL : It
often happened in Eungland that a candi-
date for Parliament was nominated for
two or three constitnencies. and in the
event of rejertion in one, he went for the
uther vacancy,

Tue PREMIER: In order to meet the
hon. member’s wish. the Speaker had
promised to initial the proposed amend-
ment.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 4 and 5—agreed to.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment, and
report. adopted.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Couneil.

HAINAULT GOLD MINE, LIMITED,
BILL.

Received from the Legislative Council

Tae SPEAKER said a question had
been raised in the Legislative Council as to
whether this was a private Bill, requiring
the usual procedure as to private measures,
or was a public Rill; and it was finally
ruled that this should be treated as what
was known as a hybrid Bill, and be intro-
duced on the condition that it must be
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referred to a Select Committee. That
Committee sat and presented a report to
the Council, which report now accom-
panied this Bill.

Report of Select Conunittee read.

FIRST READING.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon
8. Burt) moved that the Bill be now
read » first time.

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie) said
he would oppose this Bill at every stage.
He had put a question to the Government
two or three days ago, in this House, and
the information given in reply was such
that any representative—-

Tre SPEAKER said the hon. member
was ont of order, as no debate could take
place on the first reading of a Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a first time,

MOTION —STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

The PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) moved that the Standing Orders
be suspended, to enable the Bill to be
passed through all stages at one sit-
ting. He hoped that, out of respect
for the convenience of the House in excep-
tional circumstances, hon. members would
not oppose this Bill until they had first
had an opportunity of hearing the reasons
which induced the Government to ask
the Hounse to assent to the Bill. Before
opposing a measure, they shonld want to
know all about. the reasons for bringing
it forward ; and the Attorney Greneral was
prepared, and waiting, to give those
reasons. If the explanation, when given,
was not found to be satisfactory, hon.
members would have a right to oppose the
Bill to the utmost of their ability. Until
two or three days ago, he (the Premier)
did not know of this case; but, on learn-
ing the facts, he felt that the credit and
honour of the colony were at stake, and
that it was their duty to do all in their
power to put the matter right.

Me. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison): The patience of the House, in
this short session, had been stretched to
its utmost limif, and every assistance had
been given to the Government in passing
their measures. But now they had come
suddenly to a most importaut Bill, which
must be carefully and seriously debated.
It would be mmpossible to do this in the
circurnstances. What was the specific
reason for this Bill, if any ?

[ASSEMBLY ]

Steending Orders Suspension:

Tug Presmier: The Government could
not get past the second reading to-night,
unless members consented to suspend the
Standing Orders.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : The Govern-
ment had a majority behind them, by
which they conld force the situvation if
desired ; and the only protection for a
minority was to object to the Standing
Orders hemg suspended. Fortunately, a
minority could de that. The purport of
this Bill was to interfere with the
ordinary cowrse of justice in the Supreme
Court.

Tue PreEmier: The Government were
not interested in this thing themselves,
like some other pecple, perhaps.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said he had no
such thought, unless a gnilty conscience
suggested 1t.

Tre Premiek: The Government de-
sired to get an opportunity for explaining
gltla reasous for having brought in the

ill.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The Govern-
ment should give substantial reasons for
suspending the Standing Orders.

Mr. MORAN said he would give a few
reasons why they should not be suspended.
It was significant that he had asked for
certain information from the Mines De-
partment. two or three days ago, and he
had asked the question in the House upon
representations made to him by his con-
stituents.

Tue Premizr: How many of them ?

Mgr. MORAN: More or less, they
happened to be his constituents. He had
given notice of motion for a certain day,
and the Government ignored the matter
by putting his motion on the notice paper
behind the Govermment business, thereby
shutting out his motion, which was for
the production of all the documents and
correspondence relating to the Hainault
lease. In replying to the question he
had asked in the House, the Premier said
the rent was paid at the Coolgardie office
on the 30th March, 1896, that the rent
was paid by cheque on this Jease with 18
others, and that it was received by one of
the registrars, but the particular registrar
could not be ascertained without inguiry.

The Prenier: The Government knew
they had received the money.

Mr. MORAN: But the Government
could not state the name of the registrar
who gave a receipt for the money. He
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(Mr. Moran) had also given notice of a ' had been the veriest scoundrels, they had
motion for production of a copy of the

new lease that was issued to the Hainault
Company.

Tue Premier: The motion for the
procduction of that return had not been
carried i this House.

Mr. MORAN: The Government did .

not give him a chance of moving it. The
Select Comnmittee which the Legislative
Council appointed to inguire into this Bill
had taken the evidence only of the per-
sons interested in promoting the Bill, and
not the evidence of those opposed to it.
That commitiee comprised the Hon. C. A.
Piesse, a large mineowner and capitalist;
the Minister of Mines, who should not
have sat on it, as his department was
concerned i the Bill; the Hon. H. J.
Saunders, who was not a working miner;
the Hon. A. H. Henning, who also was
not a working miner; and the Hon. G.
Randell, whose namne was the only one he
1id not object to. That committee refused
to receive the evidence of the men who
had taken out a fresh lease of the Hainault
ground after the company had forfeited
it. He was absolutely unbiassed in this
matter. The Government had declared
in the Gezeile that a certain lease at Kal-
zoorlie was forfeited; and section 48 of
the Mining Act provided that notice of
forfeiture in the Government Gazeife
should be conclusive evidence of forfei-
ture. That being the law, certain work-
ing men applied for and obtained a fresh
lease of that ground, and proceeded to
work it. When the Hainault Company
lisputed ihe forfeiture, the Government
tried to do an illegal thing by endeavour-
ing to cancel their own cuncellation, but
finding they could not do it, they now
brought this Bill before Parliament. If
the Government had done a wrong action
in connection with this lease, the Supreme
Oourt was the proper tribunal for righting
that wrong. The working men who
took up the ground after forfeiture of the
:ompany’s lease were not acting as
jumpers, but were doing what the law
sllowed them to do under their miner's
right, which was the highest title a man
sould have on a goldfield.

Tue Presxier: I prefer o certificate
»f title, myself.

Mr. MORAN: The four men who
picked out the forfeited ground were then
i lawful possession, and even if they

got lawful possession of that grannd, and
could not be legally put off without
compensation. ‘Were mining representa.-
tives in this House going to allow the
Government to step in and override a
miner's right? Were members in this
House going to be dictated to by another
Chamber, which did not represent the
people in the sense that this House did 7
If the Government were not afraid of an
investigation in the Supreme Court, they
should allow the Hainault Company to
scek that remedy. Not an ounce of
payable stone had been found up to the
time the lease was furfeited, and he was
not sure whether the owners did not
have it in their minds at that time to
abandon the mine altogether. When the
shares went down, the public were taken
in and fleeced.

Tar ATTORNEY GENERAL said
there was no occasion to impart the
slightest heat into the discussion. It
was a question which could he discussed
very quietly, and with justice to all
parties. The Government, 1n asking the
House to suspend the Standing Orders
for the purpose of passing this Bill, were
acting in no interest except that of
common justice to those whom the Gov-
ernment had unwittingly wronged.

Me. InvivewortH : Could they not wait
until next Parliament ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ifthe
Grovernment waited until next Parliament,
the Bill would not have the effect desired,
because actions were now pending in the
Supreme Court. He did not know most
of the details, because he had nothing to
de with the Mines Department. He
understood, however, that last year
it was considered by the Mines Depart-
ment that the rent for this Hainault
lease had not been paid, and in
consequence, after the usual stages had
been gone through, the lease was, in con-
junction with other leases in the same
position, forfeited, and the forfeiture was
published in the Gazeffe.  On that heiny
done, this property, under the Goldfields
Act, became absolutely invested in the
Crown. It wus subsequently learnt that
the rent of the lease had heen paid all the
time. [Mr. Morax: No.] The hon.
member for East Coolgardie questioned
thai, but there lay the point to be estab-
lished in the case. [A MEMBER: Was the
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mine worked 7] He understood it was
being worked, and no suggestion had been
made to the contrary.

Mg. Morax: No, it was not being
worked.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL : There
was no complaint as to the men not

being kept working on the lease. (Mg,
Irrineworra : It was abandoned.]
He understood the mnine was Dbeing
worked.

Mr. Moraw: The manager had left
and gone away.

Tee ATTORNEY GENEERAL: No
suggestion to that effect appeared in the
papers on the case, nor in the evidence
given by the men who pegged out the
claim. The only suggestion made at the
hearing of the case at Kalgoorlie was
simply that the men had pegged out the
claim, and asserted they had a legal
right to do so, saying they were here law-
fully under the regulations, and did not
care whether the Government had made
a mistake or not. Was it to be supposed
they pegged ocut the machinery, the men,
and everything else with the ground ?

Mr. VospeEr: Why were they wnot
ordered off the ground, if that was the
case ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
men were ordered off the ground, he be-
lieved.

Mr. TLLINGwORTH : Was it a fact that
the company were not in possession, and
not on the ground at the time ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was not a fact, so far as he knew, but he did
not wish to speak positively because he had
only the papers to guide him. The men
themselves in court never suggested any-
thing of the sort, but simply took up the
position that the land had been declared
forfeited, and that, having pegged it out,
they had a right to have a leuse granted
to them. It turned out, as I have said,
that the rent had heen paid by the com-
pany all the time. It had been paid in
conjunction with other rents, and the
number of the Hainault lease had in some
way become jumbled with the number of
another lease at Coolgardie. The Hain-
ault lease wus réturned as unpaid, and
was 1o due time forfeited on that ground.
So far as the Government could see, the
Hainanlt Company had simply, through
no fault of their own, been deprived of
their property.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Standing Ovders Suspension.

Mr. IrLinewortE: Did the DMine
Department give notice before they for
feited the lease for rent?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Notic
was not given at that time, he believed
but notice was subsequently given. The
deportment did not mumediately forfei
the lease, but waited some months. The
company had done absolutely nothing tc
deserve the treatment they received, anc
they had been deprived of their propert)
through an error of the Government, wi
were bound to reimburse the shareholder:
to the value of the' lease, unless Purlia
ment stepped i with this Bill. Wha
¢laim to the mine had the men whe
pegged it out? They knew of the can
cetlation, but they also knew the cancel
lation had itself been cancelled by the
Government. He did not wish to argu
the quesfion unnecessarily as to whethe
the Government had a right, having de
clared the mine forfeited, to cancel tha
notification. That was what the Govern
ment did, hy way of doing everything
they could to repair their error.

Mr. Moxan: The Government could
not cancel a cancellation.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: Neve
mind whether the Government could d«
that or not. The interjection showed o1
what technicalities the member for Has
Coolgardie was relying. Could it n
shown that justice was on the side of th
men who pegged out the claim ?

Mr. Morar: I will show you th
justice.

Tue ATITORNEY GENERAL: Th
Governnent only desired to do justice.

Mr. InvivewortH: Had the com
pany not a remedy in the Supremu
Court ?

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAT: Thi
Supreme Court could do nothing but lool
at the hare legal aspect of the matter
and could not take into consideration the
question as to whether an error had beer
made. The Select Committee though
that the men had been put up by :
lawyer to peg out the lease, and the
lawyer possibly saw an opening to ge
possession. I that were so, what rights
had these men which the House shoul¢
now be called on to secure to them ? It
the House thought some compensatio
was due to the men who pegged the
claim out, under the circumstances, les
Parliament give them compensation.
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Mr. Mowman: Why did the Govern-
ment not offer the men compensation
before they brought in this Bili ¥

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
matter of compensation did vot come
before him ; and he was not dealing with
that aspect of the case.

Br. Moraw: It was nonsense to say
the Government could cancel the for-
feiture.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
cancellation was gazetted, and what the
legal effect was did not matter. [Mr.
Moraw : Oh, dido’t it!] The com-
pany were in full possession of the
ming, and it was because of an error of
the Government that these men now
claimed the full benefit of legal posses-
sion. The Government thought it re-
quired an Act of Parliament to reinstate
the company in their property. If an
action were brought by the company
against the Government, the mistake of
the latter would have to be admitted at
once, and there would be no use defend-
ing the cause. Having regard to the
effect on the London market, to which we
had to look for capital to work the mines,
the Government would not dare, for a
moment, to refuse to offer compensation
to the company or refuse to reinstate
them. Otherwisc, what sort of title
would the London capitalists think we
had in this country, when they found that
the Hainault Company, through no fault
of their own, had been deprived under the
Western Australian law of their property.
The position was bad enough now so far as
the matter was known. The details of
course would not be known in London, but
the main point would stand out that, under
our Goldfields Act and regulations, a
company could be deprived of their pro-
perty owing to a mere mistake on the
part of the Govermment or its officials.
That was a dreadful state of things which,
if permitted, would keep any capitalists
from investing money in Western Austra-
han mines.

Me. IvviseworTr: The same thing
had occurred under the Land Titles Act.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: For
such cases as that referred to by the
member for Central Murchison, there was
a fund out of which people could be com-

pensated. What justice would there be |

m giving this property to the men who
had pegeed it out with full notice of the
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mistake that had been made. If they had
innocently come along and pegged out
the lease, thinking it abandoned, that
might have been a different matter.
He did net say the Government would
not be prepared to listen to hon.
members who could show good reasons
for inducing the House to suggest com-
pensation to these men for any real,
houest rights they might have. That was
a matter which could be debated. The
desire of the Government now was to re-
instate the company, and the effect of
passing this Bill would be to stay several
actions which were pending against the
company, and to pay the costs of all
parties as befween solicitor and client.
He did not kunow the value of this pro-
perty, but he had no doubt it was a good
figure.

Mr. VOSPER said he wished to raise
a point which had been raised elsewhere,
as to whether or not this was not really a
private or hybrid Bill, which ought to go
before a select committee. He was not
raising the point with a view to hindering
the Bill going through, but it was de-
sirable, before coming te a decision, that
the true facts of the case should he known.
It had been asserted that the select com-
mittee appointed by the other Chamber
on this Bill had actually burked the
inquiry. Without attempting for one
moment to endorse the statement, he said
that if there was the smallest suspicion
of the inquiry having been burked, that
suspicion should not be permitted to lie
on cither House, and it would he desirable,
for the honour of Parliament and the
credit of the Government, that some nde-
pendent investigation should take place.

Tre SPEAKER: [t was not necessary
that the Bill should be referred to a select
committee, although Parliament had
power to take that course at the proper
time, after the second reading. The fact
of the Bill having already been inquired
into by a select committee of the Legis-
lative Council would do away with the
necessity for a select committee of the
Legislative Assembly, although any public
Bill could be referred to a select com-
mittee at the proper time.

Mr. EWING said that, after listen-
ing to the explanation of the Attorney
General, there could not be much doubt
that the title of the company to the
lease in question should be confirmed.
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The object of the Bill was to see justice
done between the parties; but it was a
piece of hasty legislation to suspend the
Standing Orders for allowing the measure
to go through all stages at one sitting.
The Bill was of the greatest nmportance,
because it took away that which the law
said belonged to certain people, who were
bringing actions in the Supreme Court in
support of their title. Tt was admitted,
in the documents before the House, that
these people were right and the Hainault
Company were wrong. It would be abso-
lutely wrong for the House to hurriedly
pass o Bill 1n which there was no machi-
nery for ascertaining what the rights of
the people were. He would be glad to
support the Government, i an assurance
were given that a clause would be inserted
in the Bill to the effect that au committee
wonld bhe appointed to ascertain the rights
of all the parties in the business. It
would be wrong to deprive the people in
possession of their rights without miving
them compensation. He did not sugyest
that a lump sumn should be given or any
sum to which they were not entitled, but
the House should have some assurance
from the Government in the direstion he
had indicated.

Mr. LEARKE: The House was asked
to take a most unusual course in suspend-
ing the Standing Orders. If he under-
stood the position aright, Parlizment
should be regarded as o court of the last
resort, after all remedies known to the
law of the land bad heen exhausted.
There was pending in the Supreme Couwrt
an action to try cerfain points, and the
House was now asked to interfere with
the course of justice, without being fur-
nished wilth adequate reason for such an
unusual and exceptional course. The
House did not know what the claims of
the parties were. There was no special
report from members of their own body,
and no distinct statement bad been made
that the parties had no other remedy
than that which they asked Parliament
to give them. He had looked only cur-
sorily at Section 48 of the Goldfields Act,
but so far as he could apply his know-
ledge he threw a doubt on the suggestion
that the lease was properly forfeited.
That was the very question which was
to be determined by a judge of the
Supreme Court. As a matter of faut, all

the arguments had been heard, and the | The position of the men who pegged out

[ASSEMBLY.)

Standing Orders Suspension.

judge, at this very moment, was con-
sidering his judgment. The Attorney
General relied on certain words in the
section which said that when a certain
announcement had been made in the
Governmend Gazette a lease was void,
cancelled, or forfeited. Speaking as a
lawyer, that was the only section which
must be considered, and the guestion first
of all to be determined was whether or
not the Government had a right to
declare the lease forfeited. If there was
a law on the statute book which anthor-
1sed the Government, on its own motion,
to cancel a lease, then it was time, not
that special statutes should be introduced
to remedy the evil, but that the law
itself should be amended or repealed.
If the arguments that the House had
heard went for anything, they went
to establish the proposition that there
was something wrong with the adminis-
tration of the Mines Department, and
that the Minister of Mines appeaved
to be armed with powers with which
he ought not to be frusted. The House
was being asked to use its powers in
a most dangerous direction. Members
were asked to interfere with the adminis-
tration of justice. If that were done,
Parliament would be at the mercy of the
Mines Department, and not the depart-
ment as it was controlled to-day, but the
department for all time. Hon. members
should panse before they allowed such an
encroachment as this upon their privileges
or ther powers. If the judges of the
Supreme Court considered that an in-
justice had been done, and that the lease
was forfeited when it ought not to have
been forfeited, that would he another
question. Until that determination had
been come to, he for one could not sup-
port the Bill.

Mg. MORGANS: Having listened
with interest to the remarks of the
member for Albany on the legal aspect of
the question, he quite concwrred mm the
feeling that, in a case of this sort,
a very dangerous precedent might be
established. The forfeiture of this lease
arose under very peculiar circumstan-
ces. At the time i1t was forfeited the
mine was supposed to be good. That
did not alter the legal aspect of the
question in any way, but it so happened
that to-day the mine was worth £100,000.
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the claim under the circumstances was |
perfectly legal, but the Government had !
already declared thatl the lease was not
forfeited, and there was evidence that the
men were aware of this fact at the time
they pegged out. [Mr. ILLINGWORTH:
That is a question.] He did not say that
fact invalidated the claim of the men in
any way. The original owners of the
lease were the real owners, and it would
be a gross and great injustice if the lease
were taken from them. A mistake was
made in the Mines Department, and the
men who pegged out the lease afterwards
were nol respousible for that mistake,
nor could it be said that the original
owners were in any way responsible.
The only parties responsible were the
Government, who made the mistake, and
if the Government could see their way
clear to give some reasonable compensa-
tion to those men who pegged out the
lease, justice would be done, and nothing
more need be said.

Tre PREMIER: The Government
would be quite willing to pay all the costs
in the case, and also to make a reasonable
compensation to the men, whom there was
no desire to treat tnreasonably. If hon.
members would accept that assurance, the
whole matter could be considered at an
end, and the Bill could pass.

Mz. WILSON : Why should the Gov-
ermment be called on to pay compensation
to men who, according to the Attormey
General, were not entitled to it.?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: They had
a legal position. ,

Mr. WILSON : The only evidenceas to
that was a mere statement, the truth of
which Parliament was not entitled to take
for granted. The question did not hinge
on the value of the property: it did not
matter whether the mine was worth
£100,000 or 100,000 pence. The question
was one of justice between man and
man, and as the case was now
before the Supreme Court, why should
there be this hurry? The Court should
be allowed to decide as to whether the
lease, in the first place, ought. to have heen
forfeited, and then whether these men
had o right to compensation. Then would
be time enough for Parliament te step in
and pass an Act, either to reinstate the
holders of the lease or to compensate the
men whe were now, according to the
Government, legally in possession.
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Me. MORAN : There being a disposi-
tion on the part of the mining members
present to accept the offer made by the
Government — [Mr. Siapsox: Pardon
me]—he did not wish to deprive hon.
members

TrE SPEAKER: The hon. member had
already spoken.

Mg, SIMPSON : Parliament was enter-
ing on a very grave course, and in his
parliamentary life he had known no
parallel case. The proceedings in con-
nection with the Commonwealth Bill were
putiing Parliament in a ridiculous aspect
before the people of the country ; and now,
at an hour when the House usually
adjourned, there was a proposal for another
suspension of the Standing Orders. The
allegation had been made that this Bill was
rushed through the Legislative Cowneil,
and that evidence had been shut out from
the select committee. [Mr. Mogax:
Quite true.] He presumed that, when
the cancellation of the lease was cancelled,
the adviser of the Crown was consulted.
For any wrong, the Supreme Cowrt was
the place to seek a remedy. It was a
dangerous principle to establish, to mduce
people to come to Parlinment hefore the
verdict of the Supreme Court had heen
delivered. He could not urge too earnestly
upon the House to consider the great tres-
pass now being made on what was recog-
nised as a safe, orderly, and just course
of proceeding, namely an appeal to the
Supreme Court. If justice were not done
in that Court, then people could come to
Parliament. He would be the last man
to cause people to lose their property
through a mere clerical error.  Security
of tenure must be given; but, so far as
he could see from the Bill, there were
other men who had good ground for com-
pensation. He was content to say that
1f these men had a legal ground, they had
a just ground. It was suggested that
these men were in possession of certain
information, and resorted to what was
called sharp practice; but hon. members
were not in possession of any evidence to
satisfy them of that. The only evidence
that Parliament had was that these men
applied for land which was open to appli-
cation. Once the Standing Orders were
suspended, the Governmentcould carryany
Bill they liked through the House, even if
the effect of that Bill would be to abolish
the liberty of evers man on the goldfields.
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Question (that the Standing Orders
be suspended) put, and division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes ... .19
Noes ... .. 10
Majority for U
AYES. No=s,
JMr. Burt Mr. Ewing
Mr, Conolly Mr. Gregory
Sir John Forrest Mr. Idingworth
Mr. A. Forrest Mr. Kingsmill
My, George Mr. Moran
Mr. Harper Mr. Oldham
Mr, Hublle Mr. Simpson
Mr. Keony DMr. Vosper
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Wilson
Mr. Locke My, Leake (Teller),
gr. ii}onger
r. Morgnue
Mr. Onts
Mr, Phillips
Mr. Piesse
Mr. %uinhm
DI, Throssel

. Wood
NMr. Venn (Teller).

Tae SPEAKER: There is not an
absolute majority of members of the
House (23) in favour of the Standing
Orders being suspended; therefore they
cannot be suspended, notwithstanding
that a vote has been taken, for there must
be an absolute majority present and in
favour of the motion.

Motion therefore negatived.

On the motion of the Premier, the
second reading of the Bill was made an
order for next day.

ADJOURNMENT.

Resolved, on the motion of the Premier,
that the House at its rising should
adjourn until 11 o’clock next forenoon.

The House adjourned accordingly, at
1145 p.m., until the next forenoon.

[COUNCIL.]

Perth Water Supply.

Fegrslative Touneil,
Thursday, 26th Awgust, 1897.

Question : Fremnntle Gaol mnd Clossifieation of
Prizoners — Questicn : Petitions of Right (3)—
uestion : Perth Water Supply sod Additional
servoir—Companies Act, 1893, Amendment Bill ;
discharge of order — Criminoal APpen.l Bill; dis.
charge of order—Petitions of Right: Question of
Pracedure—hlessage : Assent to Bills; Prorogntion,

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon Sir &.
Shenton) took the Chair at 11 o’clock, a.m.

PrAvERS.

QUESTION — FREMANTLE GAOL AND
CLASSIFICATION OF PRISONERS.
Hov. H. BRIGGS (for the Hon. E.

8. Haynes), in accordance with votice,

asked : 1. Is there any classification of

prisoners confined in the Fremantle

Gaol? 2. If so, in what does it exist?

3. If not, has the Government any in-

tention of introducing classification, so

that long-sentence prisoners shall not
have an opportunity of meeting prisoners
serving short sentences ?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied that the
prisoners in the gnol were being classified
as far as the accommodation at the
establishmment would permit. Prisoners
under remand, debtors, female prisoners,
and boys under the age of 18 years were
separated from the other prisoners.

QUESTION—PETITIONS OF RIGHT (3).

Hox. H. BRIGGS (for the Hon.
R. 8. Haynes), m accordance with notice,
asked the Minister of Mines if he will
lay on the table of the House all papers
to date in reference to the petitions of
right in the cases of (1) the West Aus-
tralian Land Company; (z) Mr W.
Wilkinson; (3) Mr. W. Last. ’

Tug MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied: I have not
the information yet, but it is being com-
piled, and most probably will be here
before the prorogation, in which case I
will be glad to make it publie.

QUESTION—PERTH WATER SUPPLY
AND ADDITIONAL RESERVOIR.

Hox. G. RANDELL, in accordance
with notice. asked the Minister of Mines,



